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■which otherwise could not have been so promptly performed because 
of the want of available clerical assistance. Author and subject 
card catalogues of the collection have been completed, while an 
author catalogue has been prepared for the pamphlets, which have 
been arranged in 63 volumes ready for binding. 

Two hundred and thirty-five volumes have been bound, including 
Audubon's elephant folio work on the Birds of North America, 
the plates of which have been carefully cleaned and backed with 
linen. A special case for the reception of this work has been 
ordered and will be so constructed as to permit the volumes 
to be placed flat, an arrangement which has been found by experi- 
ence to be desirable for their preservation from injury. There is 
still need of a much larger annual appropriation for binding than 
the Academy has heretofore been in a position to make. 

In the current work of the library I have received satisfactory 
assistance from Mr. William J. Fox, to whose usual duties has been 
added that of promptly acknowledging gifts and exchanges from 
societies and individuals. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

Edw. J. Nolan, 

Librarian. 



REPORT OF THE CURATORS. 

The yearly reports of the Curators, (the late Professor Leidy being 
their Chairman) during the last decade, state substantially that the 
collections in the museum were properly arranged and cared for. 
Mr. Charles F. Parker, then Curator-in-Charge, said in his report 
for the year ending November 30, 1882, that "the various collec- 
tions have been carefully examined, and are in good condition." 
He died September 27, 1883. Professor Angelo Heilprin was 
elected in his place October 2, 1883. 

In his report for the year ending November 30, 1883, he stated, 
in substance, that the condition of the museum though not " abso- 
lutely satisfactory, is yet fairly good when compared to the condi- 
tion of similar collections in this country, or even of those pertain- 
ing to foreign institutions." 

In all his subsequent reports, including that for the year ending 
November 30, 1891, he states that all the collections are in " good," 
or in " satisfactory " condition. 
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April 1, 1892, although requested by his fellow-curators to retain 
it, Professor Heilprin resigned the office of Curator-in-Charge, 
which he had continuously filled during eight years and a half, it 
is believed^ with general approval. 

His colleagues then determined to take care of the Museum as an 
executive body without compensation. They agreed that the senior 
of the Board should be the Director, and that Professor Dixon 
should be his representative and the executive Curator. 

A careful examination of the premises, which the by-laws place in 
charge of the Curators, was at once begun, and continued through- 
out the year. Drs. Dixon and Chapman have given much time 
and labor to rectifying whatever they considered to be in need 
of correction. 

Professor Heilprin did not take part in the work, because about 
the time of his resignation, he was fully occupied preparing to lead 
a party to relieve Mr. E. E. Peary, who under the auspices of the 
Academy, started last year, suitably equipped and accompanied, on 
an exploring expedition in Greenland. Both parties safely returned 
September 24th. Prof. Heilprin at once resumed his ofiice of Sec- 
retary of the Board of Curators, and devoted much time and labor in 
properly disposing of and arranging the mass of material brought to 
the Academy by the two expeditions to Greenland. 

The Curators began their work in the cellar. They found some 
valuable specimens and much rubbish. It is supposed that, in the 
course of the decade, those specimens were placed there to remain 
only till space in the museum for their proper exhibition should be 
found. 

Rooms in the cellar for the use of the taxidermist, one for the 
storage of duplicate specimens ready for exchange, and another 
for spare shelves, lumber, etc., were suitably appropriated. 

Many specimens found astray in library-rooms were properly 
placed in the museum. A room in the library is in co.urse of pre- 
paration as the office of the Curators, in which will be aranged all 
papers, correspondence, etc., pertinent to their duties. 

In the museum were found some specimens misplaced, some in a 
decaying state and a few quite ruined. Dozens of skulls, which 
were covered with a destructive growth, were cleaned and sterilized. 

The skilful taxidermist of the Academy, Mr. D. N. McCadden, 
has remounted all the mammals, and repaired several valuable 
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specimens. The birds of North America have been remounted, and 
many duplicates withdrawn. 

The wet preparations, especially those of reptiles and fishes, have 
been placed in fresh alcohol. 

The positions of some of the cases in the museum have been 
changed, making, as is supposed, inspection of their contents more 
satisfactory. 

Specimens on the walls of the main stairway to the museum have 
been re-arranged and labelled. The archseological collection has 
been concentrated, and the Vaux collection of minerals is now 
daily open to visitors. 

Air-tight dark cases for the preservation of duplicate mammal 
and bird-skins have been provided, and a germicide has been placed 
in all cases containing organic preparations. 

Many specimens loaned but not duly returned have been recov- 
ered. 

At different times during the year the Curators have received 
valuable assistance from Professors Cope, Ryder and Allen in iden- 
tifying certain species of reptiles, fishes and bats among the wet 
preparations. 

The labor of the Professor of the lower vertebrata during the year 
is notable. He has re-labeled and numbered 403 trays and bottles 
containing specimens of 178 species and varieties of 56 genera in the 
carcinological collection, and prepared a complete catalogue of the 
same. 

Lack of space for suitable arrangement and satisfactory exhibi- 
tion of our great collections has existed many years. This need will 
be supplied in the course of the next year. The erection of an 
additional building, now in process of construction, will add about 
80,000 square feet to the floor space of the museum. For a large 
part of the means to enable the Trustees of the building fund to do 
this work, it seems proper to mention here that the Academy is 
very much indebted to the ability and steadiness of purpose of 
Professor Heilprin, who several times visited Harrisburg, and by 
his representation to members thereof, greatly contributed to satisfy 
the Legislature of Pennsylvania of the worthiness of the Academy 
to receive pecuniary assistance from the State. Possibly, without 
the influence of his intervention, appropriations might not have 
been granted at the time. 
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An account of special collections in the immediate care of the 
Sections or Professors of the Academy is not offered here as it is 
properly a part of their annual reports. It is believed that all the 
collections are in good condition. 

Lists of the additions to the museum during the year will be 
appended, including those procured in Greenland by Professor 
Heilprin with means supplied by the Academy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

W. S. W. RUSCHENBEEGEE, 

Chairman of the Curators. 



REPORT OF THE BIOLOGICAL AND MICROSCOPICAL 

SECTION. 

This section has held during the year 1892, nine meetings exclu- 
sive of those in conjunction with the Academy. 

The membership has been increased by one new member, and one 
name has been added to the list of contributors. 

Many interesting communications have been made, the more 
important of which are : 

On Actinomyces bovis, by Dr. S. G. Dixon. 

A peculiarity in the skull of a Bat, by Dr. Harrison Allen. 

Young of Baculites, by Mr. A. P. Brown. 

Syphoptychium and Tubulina, by Dr. G. A. Rex. 

Films of metallic Gold, by D. S. Holman. 

Hippa, by Dr. Benjamin Sharp. 

Pinnotheres, by Dr. Benjamin Sharp. 

Joint formation among the Invertebrata, retiring address of Direc- 
tor Benjamin Sharp. 

Additions to the property of the Section have been made as 
follows : 

By purchase — One Spencer i inch objective. 
— Two " B " eye-pieces. 

By donation — One -h inch objective, from Mr. A. P. Brown. 

One Centennial Microscope from the heirs of Dr. R. S. Kenderdine. 

About 600 slide preparations from the heirs of Dr. R. S. Ken- 
derdine. 

About 45 slide preparations from Mr. Harold Wingate. 



